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Let us return now to the Court.
At eight o'clock the chief valet de chambre on duty, who
alone had slept in the royal chamber, and who had dressed
himself, awoke the King. The chief physician, the chief
surgeon, and the nurse (as long as she lived), entered at the
same time. The latter kissed the King; the others rubbed and
often changed his shirt, because he was in the habit of sweat-
ing a great deal. At the quarter, the grand chamberlain was
called (or, in his absence, the first gentleman of the chamber),
and those who had, what was called the grandes entrees. The
chamberlain (or chief gentleman) drew back the curtains which
had been closed again, and presented the holy water from the
vase, at the head of the bed. These gentlemen stayed but a
moment, and that was the time to speak to the King, if any one
had anything to ask of him; in which case the rest stood aside.
"When, contrary to custom, nobody had aught to say, they were
there but for a few moments. He who had opened tbe curtains
and presented the holy water/presented also a prayer-book.
Then all passed into the cabinet of the council. A very short
religious service being over, the King called, they re-entered.
The same officer gave him his dressing-gown; immediately
after, other privileged courtiers entered, and then everybody,
in time to find the King putting on his shoes and stockings, for
he did almost everything himself and with address and grace.
Every other day we saw him shave himself; and he had a
little short wig in which he always appeared, even in bed,
and on medicine days. He often spoke of the chase, and some-
times said a word to somebody. No toilette table was near
him; he had simply a mirror held before him.
As soon as he was dressed, he prayed to God, at the side of
his bed, where all the clergy present knelt, the cardinals with-
out cushions, all the laity remaining standing ; and the captain
of the guards came to the balustrade during the prayer, after
which the King passed into his cabinet.
He found there, or was followed by all who had the entree, a
very numerous company, for it included everybody in any
office. He gave orders to each for the day ; thus within a half

